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cancel ^^37" 'and in^rt — 53 — 
, cancel ''35"^and ir^rt — 53 --, 

without prejudice and, in lieu 




thereof, insert the following claims 50-54' 



50. A lined multi-branch fitting comprising: 



o 



a one-piece multi-branch holloa liner having a plufe'alife^ ^tT\ 

. f ^ O 

intersecting non-metallic hollow cylindrical branches Sin ^luicffn 

§ - m 



communication with each other; 

a plurality of individual cor/fronting metal housing members, 
assembled over and snugly recei\/ing said non-metallic branches, 
having confronting terminal e^^sXdispose^ in confronting .relation 
with each other; and 

a fillet weld bead inte^q^^^^rpf coupling said terminal ends of 
said confronting terminal eiYds of said metal housing members 
together in sealed relation with each other. 

51. The lined multi-branch ytitting set forth in claim 50 wherein 
one of said confronting terminal ends includess an insulating 
projection on one of said/metal housing members and the other of 
said confronting terminal ends includes a complementally formed 
recess defining an insulgttion barrier between said fillet weld bead 
and said liner. 

52. The lined multi-btanch fitting set forth in claim 50 wherein 
one of said confronting ends includes 

a radially outer/ end portion having a first radially outer end 
face, and 
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-a' radially inner end portion hAving a first radially inner end 
face relieved relative to said radially outer end face to define a 
radially inwardly opening, radially inner notch; 



the other of said con^p;^ 



^g ends including 

portion having a second radially 



a radially outer e 
outer end face, confronting b/it spaced from said first outer end 
face to define a weld chani/el there-between for receiving said 
fillet weld, and 

a radially innef end portion received by said notch 
having a second radially inner end face projecting outwardly beyond 
said second radially out^r face and disposed in abutting relation 
with said first radiall^^ inner end face.- 

A lined multi-branch fitting comprising: 

a. one-piece multi-branch non-metallic liner having a plurality 
of intersecting hollow cylindrical branches in fluid communication 
with each other; 

a plurality of metal housing members assembled about said 
hollow branches including, ^ 

radially inner complementally formed, confronting 
terminal end portions disposed in abutting relation and snugly 
receiving said liner; and 

radially outer portions having terminal end faces, one -of 
said faces being recessed relative to the other terminal end face 
to provide a radially outwardly opening weld recess; and 
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an annular bead of weld metal received in said weld recess 
radially outwardly of said inner portions to secure said, metal 
housing members together; : 

said radially inner portion of one of said metal housing 
members including a radially inwardly opening notch and the 
radially inner portion of the other of said metal housing members 
comprises a male strip projection complementally received by said 
notch; said one end face on said other metallic housing member 
being recessed to provide said radially outwardly opening weld 
recess. ■ 



54'. A. method of fabricating a lin/d, multi-branch fitting 
comprising the steps of: 

selecting a one-piece multi-br/nch hollow non-metallic liner 

/ 

having a plurality of hollow^ anguiferly offset cylindrical branches 

/ 

in fluid communication with eacK other; 

assembling, in conf rp«]fe^piQ relation about said branches of 
said liner, a plurality of c^n^^^x)nting metal housing members having 
cylindrical portions recei/ving said branches and terminal end faces 
disposed in confronting/ relation with each other; 

fillet welding said confronting housing members together by 
applying weld heat t/ said radially outer portion of said one metal 
housing member; anc 

insulating ^ portion of" the liner adjacent a radially inner 
portion of one of said metal housing members from weld heat applied 
to said radialw outer portion of said one metal housing member. 



